
Iditarod’s 2008 Winter Conference for Educators 
Anchorage, Alaska:  February 26 – 29, 2008  

Millennium Alaskan Hotel 
 
 

Conference Event Date and Location Scheduled Event 
Session 1 Tuesday,  

February 26, 2008 
Millennium Alaskan Hotel 

3rd Floor 
Anchorage, AK 

7:30 – 8:00 A.M 
8:00 – 8:15  
 
8:15- 9:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 -11:00  
 
 
 
12:00- 1:00  
 
1:00- 1:45 
 
2:00- 2:30 
 
 
3:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 7:00 – 8:45 

Registration and Pre-Conference Activity and Introductions 
Opening Activity: Adventure Learning! Team Building 
 
Wells Fargo Teacher on the Trail™:  The Teaching Adventure of a Life Time 

• Program Highlights and connecting to NCLB Criteria 
• Meet 2008 Wells Fargo Teacher on the Trail™ Jane Blaile, Phoenix, AZ 
• Meet the 2009 Wells Fargo Finalists 
• Discover how to connect your classroom with this adventure! 
• Wells Fargo Hands on Banking and Teaching Tools for Iditarod 

 
Presentations: 
Finalist Presentation (9:00 – 9:45) 
Finalist Presentation (10:00- 10:45) 
Finalist Presentation (11:00- 11:45) 
                                                                                                                                         
Lunch on your own (12:00) 
 
2008 Wells Fargo Teacher on the Trail™  Jane Blaile  
 
Mini Session:  Adventure Learning 
 
Choose from the following: 
Extension Session One:  Visit the kennel, art gallery, and  
     Home of Jon and Jona Van Zyle.  Jon is the Official  
     Artist for Iditarod.  (Session limited to 25) 
      www.jonvanzyle.com
  
Extension Session Two:  Self - Guided Walking Tour, Downtown Anchorage.   
See the ‘start’ location and other places of interest.  Downtown map provided. 
 
Extension Session Three:  Reflections and Communications: Use this time to journal 
the day’s experiences or work on your personal educational projects/communications 
with home schools, etc.  
 
Evening Session: Wells Fargo Bank:  Museum Tour, Activity,  and  Social Hour 
Address:  Wells Fargo Bank:  301 W Northern Lights Blvd 
7:00- 8:00: Social Hour and Museum Walk Through 
8:00- 8:30 Activity led by 2009 Finalists 
8:30 End of Session 

http://www.jonvanzyle.com/


Session 2 Wednesday, February 27, 2008 
Field Trip 

 
 
 

 
THIS SESSION 

 IS OPEN TO THE  PUBLIC. 
 

Tickets to this event will be sold to 
race fans for $110. 

 
Contact djohnson@idtarod.com for 

details or click the on line registration 
form to register and attend the 

fieldtrip, departing from the 
Millennium at 7:30 a.m. 

Teachers: Remember:  Today’s 
session is open to the general public.   

 

7:15 – 7:30 
 
7:30  
 
Morning Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:15- 12:15 
 
Afternoon Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 

Meet in the Millennium Hotel Lobby 
 
Board the Bus for the Fieldtrip 
 
Iditarod Headquarters:  Vet Check! 

• Observe the vets and mushers at work.  Mushers will be arriving HQ 
throughout the morning.  The veterinarian staff will be performing the final 
examinations of the dogs. 

• Visit Iditarod Trail Committee Headquarters Museum and Gift Shop 
 

 
Lunch is provided for you today.   
 
Kennel Tour:  --- Iditarod Four-Time Champion Martin Buser, Big Lake, Alaska. 
* Tour Martin’s kennel and facility.  Discover what it takes to raise, train, and run 
Iditarod.  Meet his canine athletes.  Martin will share highlights and stories from the 
trail, providing valuable information as he gives a personal, behind the scenes glimpse 
of living in Alaska and running dogs.   
http://www.buserdog.com  
 
The exact return time will be determined by weather and other factors.  This is an 
estimated time of arrival back at the Millennium. 

Session 3 Thursday, February 28, 2008 
Coast International Inn 

3333 International Airport RD 
Anchorage, Alaska 

 
* This is walking distance from the 

Millennium. 
 

8:00 
 
 
8:30 – 9:00 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 
 
 
 
 
9:45 – 10:45 
 
 
11:00 – 12:00 
 
12:00 – 1:15 
 
1:15 – 2:15 
 
 
2:30 – 3:30 
 
3:30 – 4:00 

Opening Activity: Iditarod INSIDER and Technology:  Making the Iditarod 
Connection:  Technology Integration 
 
Thematic Instruction:  Iditarod 
Making the NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND CONNECTION:  Language Arts Focus 
 
2006 Wells Fargo Teacher on the Trail™ Terrie Hanke: “Wells Fargo Teacher on the 
Trail™ isn’t a 365-day adventure.  It continues for a lifetime.”  Terrie shares 
inspirational ‘tales’ from her experiences and demonstrates incorporating those 
experiences into teaching, learning, and daily life!  Public welcome to attend 
 
Special Speaker:  Author Beverly Stevens:  Sprint Musher, Author, Retired Teacher 
This Dog Team Lives in the House 
 
Special Speaker:  Lisa Fredrick:  Iditarod Musher, Author, Running With Champions
http://www.lisafrederic.com  
Lunch is on your own today. 
 
Special Speaker: Behind the Scenes: Iditarod:  A Race Volunteer’s Story This 
presentation is designed to give the participants first hand knowledge of what goes on 
behind the scenes of Iditarod, presented by race volunteers. 
Character Education and Iditarod Instruction:  Making the Connection 
 
Practical Application for the Classroom 

mailto:djohnson@idtarod.com
http://www.buserdog.com/
http://www.lisafrederic.com/


Session 4 Friday, February 29, 2008 
Millennium 

3rd Floor 
 

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!   

Tickets for individual speaker 
presentations can be purchased for 

$25.00 per speaker, per event. 
Contact djohnson@iditarod.com for 

details or click the on line registration 
form to register and attend events. 

 
 
 
 

Book Sale and Author Signing:  Open 
to the Public:  3rd Floor Millennium. 

 
The public is welcome to attend the 
book fair at no additional charge.  

Books by visiting authors will be for 
sale on the 3rd Floor of the Millennium. 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
($25.00 per session) 

 
 
 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
($25.00 per person) 

7:45 
8:15 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:15 – 11:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:30- 1:00 
 
 
 
 
1:00 – 2:00 
 
 
 
 
 
2:30 – 3:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 
 
 

Opening Activity:  Putting it all in your sled! 
Tips and Tools for an Educator’s Journey! 
 
 
Special Iditarod Speaker: David Monson:  A Tribute to Iditarod Champion Susan 
Butcher presented by her husband, David Monson.  Learn about Susan’s 
accomplishments, the newly released book, Granite, coauthored by Susan and David,  
and how Susan’s legacy continues at their kennel, with her family,  and through  the 
Susan Butcher Family Center, supporting children and families of cancer patients. 
www.susanbutcher.com, http://www.susanbutcher.com/book.html, 
http://www.providence.org/alaska/foundation/donatenow.htm  
 
Special Iditarod Speaker: Musician Hobo Jim.  Join us for an hour of story telling and 
music by Alaskan Legend, Hobo Jim.  Listen to his tales of Alaska and Iditarod.  Tap 
your foot and sing a-long to “The Iditarod Trail” and other great hits! Don’t miss the 
opportunity to listen to “Alaska’s state balladeer” so named in 1994, by 
the state legislature and governor of Alaska. 
http://www.hobojim.com  
 
Lunch Hour and Author Book Sale and Signing:  3rd Floor Millennium:   
*Books by famous ‘Alaskan/Iditarod’ authors will be for sale.  Many authors will be 
present to autograph the books. (Book Fair 11:30 – 1:00) 
 
 
Special Iditarod Speaker: Libby Riddles, Libby made history in 1985 when she 
became the first woman to win Iditarod. Libby is also an author:  Storm Run, Race 
Across Alaska, and Danger, The Dog Yard Cat.   Libby is a roll model for all ages. She 
is a professional speaker with an inspirational message. She lives near Homer, AK and 
raises future Iditarod sled dog champions.  http://www.libbyriddles.com  
 
Special Iditarod Speaker: Dr. Stuart Nelson, Jr., DVM, Iditarod’s Chief Veterinarian.    
An informational slide show presentation featuring a glimpse of the Iditarod Trail and 
first hand experiences  before, during, and after the race, provide the viewer with the 
discovery of the contributing factors that lead to the top notch, healthy canine athletes 
that run Iditarod.  Learn about the race.  Discover valuable information about what it 
takes to raise, feed, and care for the true athletes of the race, the dogs. 
 
Final Session:  Hold on to the Sled- Wrap up Session for Educators 

Session 5 Sunday, March 2, 2008 
Iditarod Restart 

Times  Be a part of the Last Great Race® by assisting behind the scenes on restart day. 
Details to be announced to participants in this optional session and specifics may not 
be available until conference week.  Open to 10 participants. 

mailto:djohnson@iditarod.com
http://www.susanbutcher.com/
http://www.susanbutcher.com/book.html
http://www.providence.org/alaska/foundation/donatenow.htm
http://www.hobojim.com/
http://www.libbyriddles.com/


 
Thanks for your interest in our educational conferences.  We hold two conferences in Alaska each year, one the week prior to the start 
of the Iditarod and the second in June, the week before the Volunteer Picnic and Iditarod Sign Up. 
 
*The schedule is subject to change to allow us the flexibility to provide participants with the best conference and experience and/or due 
to circumstances beyond our control.  Expect changes because we plan to bring you the best conference ever! 
 

Authors at our Book Fair may differ from year to year and specifics are not always available until mid to late February.  Book Fair hours:  11:30 – 
1:00.  This event is open to the public.  (Free)  Our next conference Book Fair will be Feb.29, 2008, 3rd Floor Millennium. 
 
Contact information: 
Diane Johnson 
Iditarod Education Director 
djohnson@iditarod.com
605 228 6071 
 
A summer conference for educators will be held June 22 – 28, 2008 in the Wasilla area. Contact Diane Johnson for information or visit the For 
Teachers section of the website. 
 
Visit the following blog to learn about last summer’s conference:  Idita-Camp for Educators: 
http://iditasummerconference.blogspot.com/2007_05_01_archive.html  (If the link doesn’t take you to the site, try copying the address into your 
browser.  You can also go to http://www.iditasummerconference.blogspot.com  When you get to the site, click on MAY in the menu to read about the 
conference events and see pictures from the Dream a Dream Dog Farm.) 
 
Wells Fargo Bank, Alaska is the official sponsor for the Wells Fargo Teacher on the Trail™ program.   You can learn more about the Hands on 
Banking program at http://www.handsonbanking.org and discover more about Wells Fargo Banks at https://www.wellsfargo.com. 
 
Our 2008 Wells Fargo Teacher on the Trail™ is Jane Blaile, from Phoenix, AZ.  http://www.iditarod.com/teachers/tott.html  
 
For additional teaching tools and video coverage of Iditarod, subscribe to Iditarod Insider.  For details visit: 
http://www.iditarod.com/insider/index.html  
 
The Iditarod Education Department strives to assist educators in connecting the theme of Iditarod to the content and cultural standards required by 
each state and according to NCLB.  We are dedicated to empowering educators to use best practices of education using research based instructional 
methods, develop quality standards driven lessons, create units of study that engaging students in the learning process,  and to use technology as both a 
teaching tool and a means for students to practice skills.  Our conferences for educators are offered for University credit.   Iditarod is a tool of 
instruction that leads students to academic success. 

mailto:djohnson@iditarod.com
http://iditasummerconference.blogspot.com/2007_05_01_archive.html
http://www.iditasummerconference.blogspot.com/
http://www.handsonbanking.org/
https://www.wellsfargo.com/
http://www.iditarod.com/teachers/tott.html
http://www.iditarod.com/insider/index.html


Scenes from the 2007 Winter Conference 

Attending an Iditarod 
Conference for Educators is 
an opportunity to discover 
lesson ideas to connect the 
race to cultural and content 
standards, collaborate with 
other educators, observe the 
Iditarod veterinarian staff at 
work, visit museums, and 
meet artists, mushers, and 
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